Announcing: First Public Workshop
on
The Bear Creek Redwoods/Sierra Azul Master Plan
Your chance to shape the future of these preserves
by Rebecca Moore

When: Wednesday, March 16, 7pm 

Where: TBD - call (650) 691-1200 for location 


   Expected to be in Los Gatos vicinity 
Hosted by: Midpeninsula Regional Open Space District

Do you like to hike, ride horses or mountain bike?  How about trail-running in a redwood forest, star-gazing or hang-gliding from a 3400' mountain-top, or just finding a new place to walk your dog? Are you interested in local mountain history?  Do you want your kids to learn more about nature?  Would you like access to over 18,000 acres of beautiful open space and trails just a few minutes from your front door? 
If so, here is your chance to learn more about the two open space preserves right on our doorstep, and to offer your ideas and wishes for their future.  Midpeninsula Regional Open Space District (MROSD) is now actively developing the Master Plan for Bear Creek Redwoods and Sierra Azul Open Space Preserves, and they are seeking public input and involvement.  According to MROSD, the intent of the Master Plan is to serve as a "guiding vision for the land".  More specifically, the Master Plan will "define the desired future use, direct resource and land management efforts, and outline public access opportunities at these two Preserves".

Because the two preserves are adjacent to one another, MROSD has decided to combine their planning efforts for 1,343 acres of land in Bear Creek Redwoods (which is new and open by permit only) and over 17,000 acres of land in Sierra Azul (which is older but still only partially-open to the public) into a single integrated plan.
Master Planning Process and Timeline
To assist in this planning effort, the District has retained the environmental/planning consulting firm, EDAW, and Public Affairs Management of San Francisco (PAMSF), whose specific job is to guide the public involvement process.  This includes identifying key community and regional "stakeholders", such as equestrian groups (e.g., Summit Riders), mountain biking groups (Responsible Organized Mountain Pedalers), the Bay Area Ridge Trail Council, advocates on behalf of dog access, hang-gliding, amateur astronomy, history, conservation, and so on.  They also want input from local residents (this means us!)  PAMSF has spent the past few weeks interviewing the initial set of stakeholders, to get the first broad-brush understanding of public wishes, issues and concerns.
The next step is to hold a small number of Public Workshops.  At the first workshop on March 16th, MROSD will present an introduction to the two preserves, including images and descriptions of their geography, biological resources, and existing facilities.  They will then present key issues to be considered in the master plan process (such as trail layout and use, parking/staging areas, etc.)  Finally, they will solicit our vision and specific input for access and use of the land.

MROSD will then prepare a draft version of the master plan, which will be available to the public for review and comment.  Their goal is to have this ready by November 2005.  The final version of the master plan is projected to be ready by January 2006.
Managing this entire process for MROSD is Open Space Planner II, Ana Ruiz.  She is in charge of creating the Sierra Azul/Bear Creek Redwoods Master Plan.  “The District encourages folks interested in the use and management of Bear Creek Redwoods and Sierra Azul Open Space Preserves to attend the public workshops to voice their opinions,” Ana said.  “We are particularly interested in learning their visions and ideas on how the land should be cared for and enjoyed to best serve future generations.”
Example Public Input

PAMSF interviewed me by phone in January.  To get your "idea juices" flowing, here are a few of the points I made:

· These two preserves could be wonderful neighborhood community places for Summit area residents to enjoy; therefore, there should be access to both from the Summit/Highland Rd area, rather than requiring us to drive down to the flatlands. Both preserves actually come all the way up to the summit ridge; Bear Creek Redwoods borders Summit Road between Zayante Road and Bear Creek Road, and Sierra Azul borders Highland Avenue opposite the Soquel Demonstration Forest and Forest of Nisene Marks.
· Trails should be developed from the Summit area down, to connect with other trails lower in these preserves, and ideally to create a loop trail.
· The Christmas Tree Farm at the NE corner of Bear Creek Road and Summit Road is now part of Bear Creek Redwoods, and would be a great potential parking and staging area for access from Summit Road.  They could hold a "Cut your own Christmas Tree" benefit for the preserve this year, to help get it cleared out.

· Mt Umunhum is a stunning summit and should be opened up to the public as quickly as possible.  At 3,486' elevation, it was one of the four sacred Bay Area peaks to the Ohlone people (the others: Mt Tamalpais, Mt Hamilton, Mt Diablo).  The word "Umunhum" actually means "hummingbird" in the Ohlone dialect (hint: trying listening to the sound of word as you say it.)  It has a road all the way to the summit, and could offer everything from family picnic spots to amateur astronomy nights.

· Our region of the Santa Cruz Mountains has a unique and colorful history, which does not seem to be captured in any local museum.  As the gateway to our region, Bear Creek Redwoods could house a visitor center and small museum, perhaps in one of the existing historic buildings on the site.
· Last and perhaps least, I would like to be able to walk my dog, on leash, in Bear Creek Redwoods.   If I am there alone, especially near dawn or dusk in the more remote parts of the park, I would feel safer.  Dog owners should be required to clean up after their dogs; bags can be available at a kiosk at the park entrance, as they often are at other dog-friendly parks.

Again, these are just my views and suggestions.  They do not represent any officially-endorsed policies or plans for the preserves.  Now, it's your turn to come up with ideas, and bring them with you to the workshop.  Or, just come and listen to the presentation before forming your opinions.
Did you know?

MROSD has identified a desirable, potential trail from Mt Umunhum all the way out to the coast, crossing Highland Avenue and then joining trails in Soquel Demonstration Forest and Forest of Nisene Marks.

Next steps

MROSD will be conducting a guided tour of Bear Creek Redwoods; this will give interested folks the opportunity to learn more about the preserve and talk directly with staff members about issues and ideas.  Stay tuned for details.

Conclusion
This is a unique opportunity, once-in-a-lifetime, for us to guide the future development of these two preserves in our community.  Please plan to attend the workshop and contribute your ideas.  
Also, to be added to the community interest list, contact Ana Ruiz at (650) 691-1200.  For more information, visit the MROSD web site at www.openspace.org.   To obtain a permit for hiking or trailering horses in Bear Creek Redwoods, call Kathleen Hart, 650-691-1200.  If you would like to join an interest group for summit-area residents interested in the Master Plan, please contact Rebecca Moore at (408) 353-3853 or rebecca@mountainresource.org. [image: image1.png]



